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Memoirs: ABM Sltes a d Sounds

- by COL Roy P. Beatty (USA, Ret.)
Deputy Division Engineer, 1968-1969

In May 1968 the Chief of Engineers selected me for the spe-
cdfic purpose of superviging construction of the one Anti-Ballistic
Missile site allowed by the ABM treaty, existing yet today,
between the U.S.A. and the Soviet Union. This appointment
was based an my considerable experience in such construction
for NASA and the Army.

The Soviets were constructing their system around and
about Moscow, and our strategists decided that our system
should protect Washington, D.C. The piacements of the two
major complexes turned out to be a few miles south of North
Andover for the Perimeter Acquisition Radar and on Camp
Curtis Guild in Reading just outside the North Boston Beltway,
for the Missile Site Radar Complex and launch faciiities.

I arrived at NED subsequent to these decisions to construct
the installations armed with very big dollars, experience and
fittle else. Another early decision was that I would be a second
Deputy Division Engineer in NED, even though I worked di-
rectly as an Area Engineer for Huntsville Division, Redstone
Arsenal, Ala. It was somebody's idea to give me a smooth
working reiationship with NED personnel whom it couid be
assumed might be somewhat indifferent, since they had no
part in the decisions or dollar actions.

1 had trepidation, not about our ability to construct the job,
but rather about my complete unfamiliarity with “New
Englanders,”
“Murphy’s Law” to work quickly and frequently. Here is what
I1found: an old friend of mine, Dick Day, was Deputy Division
Engineer; and COL Remi O. Renier was Division Engineer
and a real geptieman.

Maybe they turned some switches; more likely it was just
the super NED personnel, but I never had a probiem within
the Division. However, problems did abound The ABM treaty

. was a political animal from its initiation, and aithough the
President was implementing the treaty, it had never been ac-
cepted in Massachusetts as a viable instafllation, compiete with
numercus nuclear warheads, in Boston backyards. More es-
pecially they were rather expensive backyards sometimes
inhabited by well spoken intellectuals from the iocal retiowned
colleges and universities who were moraily, poiitically and
even ecologically opposed.

In contemporary comparables, it was ag thoug‘n I arrived
today to install a nuclear waste dump in both of the above-
mentioned areas. There were meetings, public hea.nngs.

. editorials, speeches and marches, all generating public rela-
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